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able to walk down to Gamp III, and were almost perfectly well
next day.  The other seven were killed.

This tragic calamity was naturally the end of the third attempt
to climb Mount Everest. The surviving porters who had lost
their friends or brothers behaved with dignity, making no noisy
parade of the grief they felt. We asked them whether they wished
to go up and bring down the bodies for orderly burial. They
preferred to leave them where they were. For my part I was glad
of this decision. What better burial could they have than to lie
in the snow where they fell ? In their honour a large cairn was
built at Camp III.

A few words must be added with regafd to this accident. No
one will imagine that we had pushed on recklessly disregarding
the new conditions of fresh snow. Three members of the Alpine
Club, with experience of judging snow for themselves, chiefly,
of course, in the Alps, had all supposed that the party was safe.
They had imagined that on those gentle slopes the snow would
not move. In what way had they been deceived ? The fact that
the avalanche snow came to rest on the slope where they were
proves that their calculation was not so very far wrong. But the
snow' cannot all have been of the quality that adhered so well to
the steep ice-slope lower down. Where the avalanche started,
not from the line of their steps, but about 100 feet higher, it was
shaded to some extent by a broken wall of ice. There, perhaps,
it had drifted more deeply and remained more free and powdery,
and the weight of this snow was probably sufficient to push the
other down the slope once its surface had been disturbed. More
experience, more knowledge might perhaps have warned us not
to go there. One never can know enough about snow. But
looking up the corridor again after the event, I wondered how
I ever could be certain not to be deceived by appearances so
innocent.

The regret of all members of the expedition for the loss of our
seven porters will have been elsewhere expressed. It is my part
only to add this: the work of carrying up our camps on Mount
Everest is beyond the range of a simple contract measured in
terms of money; the porters had come to have a share in our
enterprise, and these men died in an act of voluntary service
freely rendered and faithfully performed.
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